In order to monitor the voltage stability of an electric power system, various voltage stability indices have so far been proposed. However, they behave quite differently from index to index, and hence, none of them can be an almighty index being effective for a wide variety of voltage instability situations. Therefore, the development of an effective monitoring scheme by the combination of several powerful indices has become one of major topics in power system engineers. In the authors' opinion, minimum requirements for such a scheme should be : (1 )to indicate a system-wide stability margin, (2 ) to show loading margins at critical buses, (3 ) to provide correct results and (4) fast computation time. It is also desirable that constitunent indices should change linearly with respect to load level and should be continuous even when the reactive power output of a generator reaches the upper limit.
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